
  
 DID YOU KNOW?
 • Chronic absence is missing 10% or 18 days of the school 
    year. 

 • In 2018-2019, GCS had a chronic absence rate of 15.6 
    percent. That’s more than10,000 students who because 
    of various life circumstances, are struggling to attend 
    school and therefore not benefiting from instruction. 

 • Nationwide, at least 8 million students miss 10% of 
    school each year.  

 • Attendance in the early grades matter. Students who 
    are chronically absent in kindergarten and first grade 
    are far less likely to read proficiently at the end of third 
    grade.  

 • By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading 
    indicator that a student will drop out of high school.  
 
 • By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better 
    predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.  

 • Addressing chronic absences is a key component 
    to improving graduation rates, increasing academic 
    achievement and building better futures for students.

 
 HOW CAN FAMILIES 
 HELP REDUCE CHRONIC 
 ABSENCES?
 • Talk about the importance of being in school 
    every day and make that the expectation.

 • Help your student maintain a daily routine 
    such as finishing homework and getting a good 
    night’s sleep.

 • Try not to schedule dental and medical 
    appointments during the school day. Review 
    and post the school calendar so you will know 
    the days students are out of school.

 • Set a regular bed time and morning routine. 
    Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night 
    before. 

 • Don’t let your student stay home unless they 
    are truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a 
    stomach ache or headache can also be a sign 
    of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.

 • If your student seems anxious about going to 
    school, you can talk to teachers, school 
    counselors, or other parents for advice on how 
    to make them feel comfortable and excited 
    about learning.

 • Develop back-up plans for getting to school if 
    something comes up. Call on a family 
    member, a neighbor, or another parent. 

 • Try to avoid planning extended trips when 
    school is in session.

 • Communicate with your student’s school. Get 
    involved and stay involved.

 • Pay attention to attendance and make it a 
    priority.

 
Attending school every day improves a student’s chances of graduating, completing college and succeeding in life.


